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HALF-PINTS IN THE LIBRARY 





by 


Omar A, Bacon, Librarian 
Huntington Public Library 


A revolution in bookselling occurred 
in 1939 when pockctesize books were 
wedded through distribution to the 
news agencies, The cffects have been 

tremendous, The average man now buys 
the half-nint size books with his. cro- 
cerics, his drugs, or his tebacco, Al- 
most everyone now has a colorful cole 
lection of bright covers in his home, 
The librarics have been feeling the 
affect too, The little books heve 
been knocking for admittance for more 
than a decade and are crowding their 
way in beside the more respectable 
hard covers. 


Librarians find that paperbound bocks 
present many sericus problems in mane 
agencnt, On the one hand the pockct- 
size books have acquired a stisma of 
violence, sex, and trash from thoir 
commerical displays. Furthcernore the 
little books are frail, chesp, and 
temporary. How can librarinns build a 
useful collection with these ephemeral 
itens? 


The Huntington Library has faced these 
problems of »aperbound books and has 
found approaches thet it fecls justify 
the wide use of these books, For two 
years paperbound bocks have been pur= 
chased and processed by the thcusans,. 
Records are kept on the wearing quale 
ity, and on the use by various library 
outlets, 


The Huntington Public Library began 
the use of paperbounds with an eye to 
modifying the idea that paperbound 
beoks are synonymous with trash, An 
effort was mide to get the many Amcri- 
can and English editions of non-fice 
tion and quality literary types, Most 
of these had to be special ordered 
from the news acencies or direct fron 
the publishers, 


(Continued on pg. 2) 










FORTIETH ANNUAL WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION CONVENTION WILL FEATURE 
PROMINENT SPEAKERS, BETHANY, OCT,22~23 





The West Virginia Library Associ- 
ation meeting will be extraordinarily 
unusuzl this year, A full twoeday's 
program is planned, beginning with a 
business meeting Friday morning and 
continuing through Saturday night, Mr, 
L. Quincy Munford, President of the 
American Library Association and Li- 
brarian cf Congress, will be present, 
Outeof- and inestate speakers will 
bring messages of pertinent intcrest 
to all West Virginia librarians, Part 
of Saturday evening's mecting will be 
devoted to recognition of three West 
Virginians for their contributions to 
the library program in the state, Li- 
brarians from Ohio and Pennsylvania 
are expected to attend, especially 
nembers of the A, C, R, L, Tri-State 
Chapter, Some eighteen book, library 
supply, and binding companics will 
have exhibits, Lastly, there will be 
a “back to normalcy" accession to 
office as the Presidenteclect takes 
over the duties from the President of 
the Association, 


Imicdiately following Cornittce 
reports Friday morning, Prof, George 
Hauptfuchrer, of the Bethany Depart- 
ment of Music, will discuss "The Role 
of Fine Arts ina Libcral Arts Cole 
lese," The spcech will be of interest 
to public and school librarians as 
well as those in the collese field. 


Between lunch and tea, the lattcr 
to be given by the Bethany Faculvy 
Club, there will be three cvents of 
preat intcrest. Dr, BR, Weimer, Dean 
of Bethany College Faculty, will speck 
on "Making a Book," Bookmaking has 
been oan interest of his in recent 
years, He will tell just how a book 
is written and all the steps taken by 
an author in producing a book, Dr, 
Weimer is well-known throughout the 
country for his book, General Biology. 
His wit is famous and his stories are 
interesting. 

(Continued on pg. 3) 
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LF-PINTS, continued from pg. 1) 

The solution to the fragile quality of 
paperbounds is found in what one 
may call the "Kleenex concept." Just 
as one doesn't try to reinforce a dis- 
posable tissue, so one would not try 
to bolster the strength of a paper- 
pound, Like a tissue, a paperbound is 
used and discarded. The implication 
for the library is to keep all invest- 
ments of supplies and time ata bare 
ninimun, 


The Huntington Public Library has de- 
signed its routines in line with this 
"Kleenex concept." Books are pure 
chased by standing orders (with re- 
fusal privileges) and invoiced as 
units, not titles, The processing is 
kept to a minimum, A strip pocket is 
stapled in the « front cover and a book 
card made, An wumnrecorded accession 
number is placed on each book card to 
overcome the problem of copy numbers, 
No record of the individual book is 
kept. A record is kept of the number 
added each year and the number thrown 
awaye To discard a book, one has only 
to pull the book card and toss the 
book in the waste basket. The book 
card is used to make studies of wear 
and for replacements, It would not 
have to be kept, 


Paperbound books are displayed in com- 
mercial racks which the news agencies 
eagerly loan to the library, The 
branch libraries prefer the circular 
racks to save space, The downtown li- 
brary uses both types to advantage, 
The displays of gaudy covers adda 
colorful quality to the library. 
Patrons constantly remark of the at- 
tractive appearance which these books 
help create, 


Studies made of paperbounds show that 
one can expect an average of 9} cir- 
culations per book, Tho range will be 
from 1 to 36 times, Othor studics 
show that people like paperbound books, 
During a three month period at the 
downtown library, it was found that 


13% of the circulation was pockctsize. 
This broke down into 18% of the fice 





- 


tion circulated and 5% of the non- 
fiction, Another sample study made on 
the Bookmobile showed that 30% of the 
adult circulation was paperbounds dur- 
ing the two week period, 


The Library has experienced no special 
problems in circulating paperbound 
books, The covers which occasionally 
oversell a title have caused no trouble 
to our patrons and librarians, A title 
has never been withdrawn for this rea- 
son, The same standards of selection 
are followed in adding paperbounds as 
for other books, Paperbound books have 
their equivalent in children's books 
in the trade editions of Bonnie Books, 
Wonder Books, Little Golden Books, 
Pocket Book Juniors, Little Golden 
Records, and others, The same routines 
and display methods are used with 
these as with adult paperbounds, The 
books are secured by standing orders 
and through special orders from time 
to time, They arc displayed in the 
commercial type racks, both wall type 
and circular, The simplified routincs 
have proven so successful that thoy 
have displaced the processing for all 
"“casy" level books in the library, No 
"easy" book is cataloged although non- 
fiction is classified to keep it to- 
gether by subject, The saving in time 
and materials is significant and with- 
out a loss in quality of service to 
the boys and girls, 


The Huntington Public Library believes 
that paperbound books are just another 
type of material with which to bring 
its patrons information, pleasure, and 
inspiration, They increase the number 
of copics of a book, They make possi- 
ble a wide range of titles and sub- 
jects with limited funds, They pro- 
vide through gifts to the library a 
mass of cheap leisure type reading, By 
careful sclection they bring to a come 
munity a new appreciation of what is 
available in paperbound books, And 
most of all, they provide a size of 
book which patrons know and like, 


Today we are in the opening years of 
the revolution in book distribution 
(Con't. on pge 5) 
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New library supplies and how to 
use then will be the subject of Mr, 
Robert Zimmer, Gaylord Brothers Repre- 
sentative. Mr. Zimncr will have with 
him supplies to demonstrate their use, 
A laboratory program in care of books 
will follow his presentation, Libra- 
rions, who are not visited by library 
supply company representatives, will 
thus be provided an opportunity to sce 
and use new supplies, 


Following Mr. Zimmer's talk there 
will be an opportunity to observe "A 
Library in Action," Every member of 
the Bethany College library staff will 
be at his desk, Student guides will 
conduct Association members through 
the building and explain the various 
library activities and processes, 


Events of Friday evening include 
a meeting anda party, Mrs. John A, 
Jones, President of the West Virginia 
Federation of Women's Clubs, will talk 
about librarics and library prograns 
and how the women of the state can ase 
sist in the devclopment of our library 
program, Later the student staff of 
the Bethany College library will give 
a “Surprise Party" for the members and 
gucsts of the Association, Miss Betty 
Allen, a library scicnce major and 
nenber of Delta Chapter of Alpha Xi 
Delta, is in charge of arrangements, 

Saturday activities begin at ten 
with an address by the Hon, Cecil 
Underwood, Member of the House of 
Delegates, State of West Virginia, Mr. 
Underwood is the author of a bill to 
create a Legislative Refcrence Burcau, 
His bill is of interest to all West 
Virginia librarians because of its re~ 
lation to the state library program, A 
brief panel discussion on some impli- 
cations of the bill will follow, 


Of special intcrest to school li- 
brarians will be an address by Miss 
Christine Gilbert, Director of Public 
Relations, Manhasset Long Island 
School, Miss Gilbert, formerly school 
library supervisor for Teachers Col- 





ector of the library  progran for 
Lincoln Schcol in New York City, con- 
ducted a Workshop this summer at New 
York State College for Teachers at 
Albany on remedial reading and its in- 
plications for school librarians. 


Luncheon on Saturday will be in 
honor of the School Librarians, Mr. 
W,. W,. Trent, State Superintendent of 
Free Schools, who will be present for 
Saturday's meetings, will be the 
luncheon guest of the Association, 


Mr. L. Quincy Munford, President 
of the A, L, A. and Librarian of Cone 
gress, will address the Association 
members and guests at the .aftcrnoon 
session, Previous to Mr, Munford's 
talk there will be a business necting 
and election of officers, Following 
the afternoon session Dr, P.E,Greshan, 
Bethany College President, and Mrs, 
Gresham will have a tea for the lie 
brarians at "The Heights." 


Prof, Robert Marsh, member of the 
faculty of New York State College for 
Teachers at Albany, will address the 
Association in its final session, "The 
Surviving Substance," the topic of his 
talk,will be an analysis of our litcre 
ary history since 1914 and its imli- 
cations in the field of lyric poetry. 
Mr. Marsh is a native of California 
and graduate of San Diego State Col- 
lege, of the Univorsity of Oregon, and 
is now completing his work for a Ph.D. 
in the Dept. of Philosophy and Aesthe- 
tics at Johns Hopkins Univorsity. 


At the conclusion of Mr, Marsh's 
address Awards of Merit will be made 
to three outstanding citizens of West 
Virginia for their contributions to 
the library program of the state, Mr, 
Mumford will make the presentation of 
the Awards, A reception will then be 
held for the Award winners,Mr, Munford, 
and the new officers of the Associa- 
tion, 


Mr. Behymer, for some time, has 
oromising the 


been Association a 


(Con't. on pgs 8) 
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West Virginia Libraries is the 
official organ of the West Virginia 
Library Association, It is published 
quarterly. Contributions and other 
communications should be addressed to 
the appropriate Editorial Assistant, 
Subscription is included with the nen- 
bership dues. Annual subscription is 
one dollar to non-members, 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF LIBRARY LEGISLATION 
IN THE 83RD CONGRESS 


Librarian of Congress: Mr. Munford, 
formerly head of the Cleveland Public 


Library, was confirmed as Librarian of 
Congress by the Senate on July 29. His 
appointment is considered a major ae 
chievement since it places a profes- 
Sionally qualificd and obviously cap- 
able librarian at the head of our 
national library, 








Library Services Bill: Ccnsideration 
of this bill has been sidetracked by 
the appointment of a cornission on 
Intcr-governmental Relations whose 

duty it is to make a comprehensive 
study of all federal grant-in-nid pro} 
grans, This commission is not duc to 
report until March of 1955, A Study 


Comittee on Education has been estabe 








lished by the Commission and a Special 
A.L.A. Committce on Federal-State Re 
lations has submitted a report to it 
on the lack of adequate public library 
services, 


It is felt that the coming 84th 
Congress will present the best chance 
yet for passage of the Library Sere 
vices Bill and you are urged to talk 
to your Senators and Representatives 
about it while they are at home, 


Library of Congress Appropriation: A 
very carnest effort was made by the 
library prefession to provent a cut in 
the appropriation for L, C, this ycar,. 
Both houses recommended cuts in the 
$10, 209,883 requested, The attempt to 
have the cuts restored failed, and the 
Washington Newsletter of the Amorican 
Library Association predicts that L.C. 
services will have to be curtailed ace 
cordingly, . 


Copyright: This is a complicated 
issuc, It was not enough that the 


Senate ratified the Universal Copy- 
right Convention on June 25. Imle- 
menting legislation was necessary to 
put domcstic law in accord with the 
requirenents of membership in the Uni- 
versal Convention. The passage of 
this implementing legisl ction, in the 
last hours of the 83rd Congress, 
brings the U. S. into full world co} 
operation for the protection of liter- 
ary and artistic property, and will do 
much to promote the world flow of 
books and ideas. 


White House Conference on Educations 
A series of state confcrences to de~ 
termine the significant and pressing 
problems in the field of cducation has 
been authorized by law. These state 
conferences will be culmimited by a 
White House Conference on Eduentions 
The librsry profession is interested 
in having the library situction bce one 
of the "pressing problems" ccnsidere 
by the conference. 
wwe Mr, Mark Crun 
Federal Coordinatoi, WV .L.A, 
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INTEREST _IN INDEXING OF WEST VIRGINIA 
PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS GROWS 






Lost March Mr. John Warner of 
West Liberty St=tce College, made an 
appeal through West Virginia Librarics 
for informtion from librarians in the 
state in regard to their having con 
piled indexes for any of the state 
periodicals, Several expressions of 
interest in such indexes and some of- 
fers to aid in compiling them have 
been received from librarians, It now 
scems time to organize for action, 













Ina recent letter Mr, Jerome 
Foley, Reference Librarian, Kanawha 
County Public Library, states: "Adc- 





quite indexing will unlock lots of 
West Virginia material that is hidden 
away in our libraries, The West Vir- 
ginia Educational Bulletin and the 
West Virginia Reviow are a couple that 
could be worked on, Or, is somebody 
already indexing them? If so, how 
about sharing the results with othcer 
libraries? 












"Ig there a chance of having the 
subject of indexing placed on the 
agenda at the West Virginia Library 
Association meeting at Bethany in Oce 
tober? If anyone is interested in do~ 
ing indexing or having it done please 
get in touch with me by lettor or at 
the meeting, I should like inform. 
tion on: (1) What has been indexed, (2) 
What is being indexed, and (3) What 
should be indoxed," 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 






Subscriptions are now being received 
for the new association year, October 
- September, Arrangements will be 
mde to pay your ducs at the Conven- 
tion in Bethany, October 22 and 23, 
Prior to these dates you may sond the 
duces to Omar A, Bacon, Membership 
Chairman and Acting Treasurer, Renen- 
ber that your $2.00 convention regis- 
tration fee is your membership dues, 
See you in Bethany. 
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WEST VIRGINIA AUTHORS 
Two recent books by West Virginia 
writers are the biberaiore—ol-Memice 
(Pageant Press, $4.75) by John Anthony 
Caruso, and The Tragedy of Errors(Van- 
tago, $2.50) by Arleigh Lee Darby. 


The Liberators of Mexico is a 
dranatic unfolding of ~ Mexico's 


struggle for independence from Spain, 
Through the lives of Hidalgo, Morelos, 
and Iturbide, each a strong, colorful, 
and dynamic leader, the author pre- 
sents the period as living history. 
The work is the first of its kind in 
English and reserves to Mexico's early 
heroes the prominent place in our lite 
erature they long have deserved, 


Caruso, now associate professor 
of history at West Virginia University 
and previously at Glenville State Col- 
lege, writes with the skill of a lite 
erary craftsman, Ten years of neticu- 
lous research in Mexico and the United 
States was spent in composing this 
first book, which reads like a novel, 


The Tragedy of Errors, a first 
novel, is one of suspense and horror, 
In the beautiful Villa on a mountain- 
side there takes place a _ stirring 
drama of life and sudden death, of 
love and lust, and of gaicty and murs 
derous hatred, Beneath the simple 
narrative are undertones of the occult, 
of forces not meant to be understood 
by humans, 


Darby,a native of Bruccton Mills, 
after trying the oil and copper busi~ 
nesses, turned to teaching. He has 
held positions at Waynesburg College, 
West Virginia University, Miani Uni-~ 
versity, and Notre Dame, Italian lit-~ 
erature and language are his particu 
lar intcrests, 


(HALF~PINTS, continued from pg. 2) 


with the little paperbounds, The 
future has great promises for libra- 


ries and for adult education, The 
library should be ready to give qual- 
ity, direction, and encouragement to 
this great movement, . 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 


HUNTINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Huntington Public Library 
closed a good year June 30, Circula- 
tion increased by 9.3% over the previ- 
ous year, Library patrons increased 
by 2,042 or 15% The swing to non- 
fiction and non-book material contin- 
ved with a yearly rise of 5% It now 
stands at 63% fiction and 37% non-fic- 
tion, The library made a net gain of 
8,000 items over withdrawals, 


The budget for the coming year, 
1954-1955, shows a 24% increase over 
last year. This increase makes pos- 
sible a general salary raise, two new 
positions including one of profession- 
al level, and extra money for books, 
It will also make possible the pure 
chase of microfilm and microcard 
readers and materials, 


A new policy on overdue notices 
was recommended by the Staff and ap~ 
proved by the Board of Directors, 
Children's fines will now be 1¢ per 
day with a 30¢ maximum per book, The 
Bookmobile will charge 5¢ per cycle 
(three weeks) cumulative to a maximum 
of 30¢ per book, Adult books, except 
Bookmobile, remain at 2¢ per day with 
a ceiling of the net price of the book, 


KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIDRARY 


A budget of $145,500 has been 
approved for 1954-55, The book budget, 
cut last year to permit extensive roof 
repairs, has been restored to its 
former level, 


Cartoons and pen-and-ink drawings 
are used to enliven this year's annual 
report, The illustrated booklet of 
general information is being used by 
the Kanawha County, South Charloston, 
and St. Albans libraries, cach adding 
a slip sheet giving specific informa- 
tion of interest to its patrons, Any-~ 
one interested may obtain a copy of 
the booklet by writing to Mark Crun, 
Kanawha County Public Library. 








A delegation composed of the li- 
brarian and department heads appeared 
before meetings of the Lions and Civi- 
tans Club during the summer, 


The (Edgar B.) Sim's Index to 
Land Grant Titles in West Virginia is 
a recent addition to the Reference 
collection. 


Boys' and Girls! Department: Miss 
Wilma Brown isn't worried about com 
petition from television———circulation 
this year is more than 3,000 above 
last year's figures, and twice the 
usual number of children, 1,005 of 
them, were enrolled in the summer 
reading club. 


Working for school honors rather 
than individual points this year, 
children registered in the reading 
club read 8,642 books, Fort Hill 
School, with 795 books, received the 
prize book for its library, and recog- 
nition was given to several other 
schools with high scores, 


A winter reading club is being 
inaugerated this year, patterned after 
the one used in the department's 
adopted library at Hendon, England, 
Children who read 50 or more books 
during the school year become members 
of the honor society, The Noble Order 
of Bookworms, and receive badges, At 
the close of the school year, the 
school having the most badge-holders 
receives a prize book. 


OHIO COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The Summer children's activities 
were cnded with a very successful Pct 
Parade, Thirty entrants, having rcad 
their required 10 animal books, led 
their pets through beautiful Warwood 
Park, Oglebay Park's Naturalist 
judged the cvent, News photographers 
snapped intriguing shots as the chil- 
dren ate ice cream and unwrapped their 
prizes, Much intcrest was created 
among both the children and adults for 
next Summer's program, ; 





La aie ie kk nh i an leh lUk ee 














September 1954 





WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARIES -7= 








——— 


Main Library is undergoing refur- 
bishment by painting; re-~doing of the 
old Document Room to house the State's 
memorabilia, circa 1863; and, an addi- 
tion of an electrical lift for trans- 
ference of books between floors, 


The classcs and clubs so far 
scheduled for meetings in the Civic 
Room include an extension course in 
history conducted by Dr. John Anthony 
Caruso of the Univorsity; an English 
course taught by Dr. Murphy of West 
Liberty State College; and, a scrics 
of regular weekly mectings of the 
Thursday Music Club, 


The Library's Film Department is 
now a moember of the Ohio Vallcy Film 
Circuit, 


SOUTH CHARLESTON 





The summer reading club had 100 
children registered this year, Seven- 
ty-five children attended reading club 
"commencement" excreises to receive 
diplomas for ten or more books read, 
The program included a welcoming ad- 
dress by Mayor Londeree, movics, and 
lunch. A prize book was awarded to 
Zogg O'Dell school; the high score for 
an individual reader was 100 books 
read. Mrs, Helen Miller, librarian, 
comments that the idea of reading for 
school credit, being tried for the 
first time this year, scems to have 
advantages, She has found children 
more inclined to read for interest and 
quality rather than quantity alone, 


Zogg O'Dell school ilcnt its pup- 
pet stage to the library for the sum- 
mer, and the 6th grade puppet club uwn- 
der Mrs, Spatifore gave a performance 
of the puppct play,The Caliph's Clock. 
As a variation to usual practice, thoy 
used a tape recorded dialogue made by 
themselves, The Kanawha County Libra- 
Ty puppet club gave performances of 


sindrolia and The Three Billy Goats 
uruff, 





Increasing numbers of books and 
children have caused the city fathers 












to order an interior wall of the li- 
brary room moved ten feet into an ad- 
joining auditoriun, 


Local garden clubs have supported 
the library gencrously. The LaBelle 
Garden Club is building a collection 
of books on gardening and flower ar- 
rangement, The Montrose Garden Club 
has provided a fresh flower arrange- 
ment for the library nearly every week 
during the summer, 


WATTMAN BARBE PUB, LIBRARY, MORGANTOWN 


A permanent subcommittee of the 
Morgantown Friends of the Library be-= 
gana summer program for the Waitman 
Barbe Public Library with a display of 
54 new books of interest to boys and 
girls, Children and young people vis- 
iting the library between June 15 and 
July 1 were invited to examine the 
books and to cast a ballot for their 
three choices for purchase by the li- 
brary with money currently available 
from the Rebecea Pollock Fund, A to- 
tal of 141 girl and boy voters cast 
their ballots for 52 books, Votcs 
were classificd by age and by sex, so 
that the completed list of books sc- 
lected for purchase reflected the 
choices of boys and girls of all ages 
who use the library. 


Then for six weeks beginning July 
8 a three-fold program was carricd on 
and announced in advance in a weekly 
calendar published in the local papers 
and in the library. Morning story 
hours for 5 to 8 year old children on 
Tuesdays and for 3 to § year olds on 
Thursdeys were attended by 56 diffcr- 
ent children, There was an average 
attendance of 18 in the Tuesday story 


hours, and of 8 at the Thursday ses- 
sions, An experienced’ storyteller 
told one story at each session, and 


the children were afterwards provided 
with paper and crayons to draw a pice 
ture about the story to take home, 


Each week during tne Thursday 
story hour the mothers of the young 
children in attendance had the oppor- 
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tunity to examine and hear about a 
fresh exhibit of outstanding books of 
different categories for younger chile 
dren. By the third weck several moth- 
ers were drawn into the preparation of 
these displays. 


During the same period sponsors 
for four aftcrnoon reading clubs met 
for one hour cach week with children 
of the following age groups: 3d and 
4th grade, 5th and 6th grade, Junior 
High, and Senior High. Twenty-seven 
different children attended these ses- 
sions, ranging from a faithful two at 
the high school level to an average of 
six at the 3dand 4th grade level, 
Programs were arranged by adult spon- 
sors to give the youngstors a chance 
to read a wide variety of bocks and to 
share their plensure in bocks with 
cach other, 

(Submitted by:Catherine Ball Carlston, 
Chairman, Sponsoring Committee for the 
Junior Frionds of tho Library.) 


/ 
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ST. ALBANS: A chicf 
large cconomy size 
Hitchhiker, a 7-foot bon constrictor 
owned by George Hilton of Nitro, 
Shortly before the fair, Hitchhiker 
and his sister, Blondie, had become 
front page news after lunching on poi- 
soned guinea pigs. Blondic made her 
petological history as the first boa 
to die in an oxygen tont after a major 
operation, Three days later, she 
proved her femininity by changing hor 
mind and coming back to life, Fame 
Soon proved too much for her, however; 
the second tine, hor mind was nade up. 
Hitchhiker, still a bit woozy, modelled 
the latest Dior creation in bandages 
to the tune of some $50.00 for the li- 
brary. Now, when I had my operation-- 


attraction was a 
bookworm naned 





(That is the way it was told to 


me,=-——Editor, ) 
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BOOKMOBILE’ FOR SALE, “-Mr, Mark Crum 
is now accepting bids for the Kana- 
wha County Public Library bookmo- 
bile which was retired from service 
this summer, 


(That reminds me, did you read 
the note in a recent issue of Li- 
Brary Journal about what happened 
to the old bookmobile at Warren,0,? 
A man bought it for a house,-Ed,) 
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(BOOK REVIEW, con't. from pg. 9) 

In their final summary the contribue 
tors place the responsibility for the 
effectiveness of any program of libra- 
ry cducation, not upon the library 
schools nor upon accrediting bodies, 
but upon the whole profession whose 
responsibility it is to seek legal and 
practical acceptance of a “common 
standard of profcssional training for 
professional positions," 





It scems to the revicwor that these 
students, under Mr, Leigh's guidance, 
have accomplished much more than an 
academic excreise, They have made 
specific suggestions for tho solution 
of recognizcadly important problems, 
Moreover, they have tricd to make the 
solutions mutually consistent and they 
have earnestly tried to answer all of 
the objections and questions which 
they could foresee, Their volume is a 
valuable contribution to the ficld of 
library education, well worth reading 
and perhaps worth an expcerinent or two, 


(FORTIETH ANNUAL, con't. from pge 3) 

"bang-up" meeting if and when the ann- 
ual meeting would be held in Bethany. 
It is evident from the program that he 
is "2 man of his word." It will prob- 
ably be one of the best mectings ever 
held by the librarians of the state, 
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BOOK REVIEW 


w™AJOR PROBLEMS IN THE EDUCATION OF 
LIBRARIANS." Edited by Robcrt D, 
Leigh, Lauretta G. McCusker, Kathlyn 
J, Moses, and Frances M, Pollard, Con- 
tributors. N,. Y.: Columbia University 
Press, 1954. ppex, 109. (Reviewed by 
Mr, Mark Crun, Librarian, Kanawha Co, 
Public Library.) 


In this slim volume we find a widely 
known stucent end critic of library 
affairs, Robert D.Lcigh, joining three 
of his students from a seninar in Edu- 
cation for Librarianship, held in 1952 
1953 at the Columbia University 
School of Library Service, in a fresh 
look at some old problems, In their 
words, "the book is an attempt to de- 
fine and analyze these major problems 
and to suggest the general framework 
in which they can be resolved for dce 
cades ahead, 


The familiar problem of practical ver- 
sus theoretiernl training in library 
schools is discussed first, For it, 
the contributors have « dcfinite and 

practical solution-—2 two year progran 
of alternite pcriods of study and sue 
pervised working; expcrienecs, Students 
who enter library school with substan- 
tial expericnce 2t the sub-profession-~ 
al level would not be required to cone 
plete all of tho work periods, Conccn- 
tration up-n theory weuld thus be made 
possible during the study periods, To 
prepare this program, the library 
school would arrange with 2 variety of 
librarics to supervise the work of the 
stucents in their work environments, 


In discussing the question of library 
education for special librarians, the 
contributors reject as impractical and 
expensive a proliferation of library 
School courses aimed at cach of the 
types of special librarics, Thoy sure 
gest that special librarians acquire 
needed subject knowledge in undergrad 
uate and graduate courses, or even 
through library school clectives. The 
library school would concentrate upon 
teaching the body of general library 








knowlerge and techniques common to all 
forms of librarianship, The two year 
work-study program would cnable famil. 
jarity with special librarics by pro# 
viding clinical experience in actual 
library situations, 


Starting with the assumption that vil- 
lage librarians are not financially 
able to attend library schools, the 
contributcrs attempt to solve the 
problem involved in training sm]l li- 
brary porsonncl by contrasting the 
failure of state library extension 
agencies to provide really cffective 
training through occasional visits, 
correspondence, publications, confcr- 
ences, and workshops, with the success 
of county or regional library organi-~ 
zations which offer a kind of “tutori- 
al scrvice® or in-service training 
program consisting of frequent visits 
ana close contact and direct help for 
the village librarian on all of the 
daily preblems which require her ate 
tention, The contribution of library 
schools and state agencies to this 
effort comes with the furnishing of 
instructicnal mterials and guidance 
techniques for the rogional library 
carrying on the ineservice training. 


The problem troated at greatest length 
and the onc with the least tidy solu- 
tion, is that of differences in the 
traditional programs of prcparation 
for school librarians and public li- 
brary children's librarians, The pro= 
posal which thoy make is for one une 
dergraduate program, consisting of 15 
to 18 somester hours, and identical in 


content for both public and school 
children's librarians, which would 
qualify graduates to work ct either 


full or part-time positions in either 
schools or public library children's 
rooms, Library schools would continue 
to offer the fifth professional year, 
modifying it to avoid duplication of 
the undergraduate curriculum, and of- 
fering it as a means of qualification 
for the more responsible or supcervis- 
ory jobs in both types of children's 
work, 

(Continued on pg 8) 
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PERSONNEL 


The professional staff of West 
Liberty State Colloye library are tak- 
ing turns attending Columbia Univer- 
sity. Mr. John E, Warner, Assistant 
Librarian, spent the sumer working 
towards his doctorate at Teachers Col- 
legee Mrs. Vivian R. Boughter, Libra- 
rian, will be on sabbatical during the 
first semester to study at Columbia. 


During her absence Mr, Warner will be 
Acting Librarian, 





Among the fifteen members listed 
on the staff of the West Virginia Li- 
brary Commission in the 1953-1954 ann- 
ual report are Miss Joan Collett and 
Mr. Cecil A, Reid, Jr., both recent 

coners to West Virginia, Miss Collett 
joined the staff on September 16 as 
Regional Consultant, with headquarters 
in Spencer, For three years Miss 
Collett was Assistant Librarian of the 
Clayton (Missouri) Public Library; and 
later was Director of Public Relations 
at Maryville College, St. Louis; work- 
ed in the Informition Department of 
the Southwestern Bell Telephone Co, at 
St. Louis; ‘and was assistant in the 
Union Browsing Room, University of 
Illinois, She completed her profcse 
sional training at DTllincis in August. 
Mr, Reid began work in the Charlcston 
headquarters of the Cormission as Loan 
Reference librerian on June 15, He 
received his undergraduate derree in 








history in 1952 from Randolph-Macon 
Collese in Ashland, Va, Mr. Reid 
taught one year in a high school in 
Virginia before ho beran  geracuate 


study. He received his M.A. in Libra 
ry Scicnce in June, 1954, from Peabody 
Collere in Nashville, 


Mr. Charics A, Loudermilk, assis- 
tant reference librarian, Kanawha Co, 
Public Library, and treasurer of the 
W.Va, Library Associntion for the past 
two years, has resigned both positions 
to begin work on the Charleston Ga- 
zctte, Mr. Bacon, W.V.L.A. vice-pres- 
ident has assumed the position of 


treasurer témporarily, Good Luck, 
Charles! 





indians 





Mr, Omar Bacon attended the A.L, 
A, Conference in Minneapolis in June, 
While there he was inducted into Beta 
Phi Mu, National Library Science Hone 
orary Fratcrnity. 


Mrs. Sylvia Tadin left Fairnont 
State College this summer to return to 
her home in Chicago, Mrs, Henry P. 
Hupp, 2 former Fairmont State assis~ 
tant librarian, has accepted the va- 
canted position, Mrs. Hupp will teach 
library science and catalog the books, 


Among the new school librarians 
this autumn in the West Virginia 
schools are Miss. Josephine Fidler of 
Troy and Miss Jean Fore of Reedy. Miss 
Fidler begins her career as librarian 
at Mill Creck High School in Randolph 
County and Miss Fore as librarian at 
Walton High School. Both were Spring 
graduates from Glenville State College, 





Mrs. Kenneth Brown, wife of the 
Library Commission's Regional Consul~ 
tant in Spencer, is serving as vice- 
presicent of A.A.U.W. in Spencer this 
year, 


Mrs. Otis G. Wilson, of the West 
Virginia Library Commission Board, was 
in Europe during the summer, 


For the annual West Virginia Li- 
brary Association meeting in Bethany 
student committees are taking cere of 
all arrangements, The students are 
all library science majors, Among 
those serving cre: Miss Alice Cree, 
Chairman of Committee for Registration 
and Information; Miss. Betty Alien, 
Chairman of the Committec for Enter- 
tainment and Decorations; Mr. _Jchn 





DePew, Chairman of Committee on 4r- 
rangements for Mectings; Mr. John 
Davis, Chairman of Committee on Hsus~ 


ing; and, Mr, William Simon, Chairman 
of Committee on Exhibits. 





